
From: Clarke, Kevin
To: Tsiamis, Christos
Cc: "Robert W. Schick, P.E (rxschick@gw.dec.state.ny.us)"; "King, Christopher (Law)"; Carr, Brian; Licata, Angela;

 Moriarty, Kenneth; "Gary Kline (gekline@gw.dec.state.ny.us)"; Reddy, Kedari; Degueldre, Lindsay; Levine,
 Robin; Taylor, Janice B.; Cavy Chu (chuca@ddc.nyc.gov)

Subject: Gowanus Superfund UAO Monthly Report September 2015
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2015 7:11:31 PM
Attachments: 20150916 Final Monthly Progress Report Gowanus UAO September 2015.pdf

Christos:
Attached is the Monthly Progress Report for September 2015 as required by the Gowanus UAO.  Hard copies are in
 the mail.  Please let me know if you have any questions or comments.
Thank you,
Kevin

KEVIN CLARKE, P.E. | PORTFOLIO MANAGER | BEDC
NYC ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION | (O) 718 595 5995 | (C) 347 461 7400 | KCLARKE@DEP.NYC.GOV
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       September 16, 2015 
 
 
Mr. Christos Tsiamis 
Remedial Project Manager – Gowanus Canal Site 
Emergency and Remedial Response Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2 
290 Broadway, 20th Floor 
New York, New York 10007-1866 
 
 
Dear Mr. Tsiamis: 
 
Pursuant to Section 76 of the Administrative Order for Remedial Design (Order), the 
New York City Department of Environmental Protection (NYCDEP) submits this 
monthly progress report for the Gowanus Canal Remedial Design (RD) for the period 
of August 17, 2015 through September 16, 2015 to the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA).  In accordance with Section 76 of the Order, this progress 
report is divided into the following sections: 
 


1. Significant developments during the previous month, including the actions 
taken to comply with the Order and any problems encountered during the 
previous month. 


2. Analytical data received by the City of New York during the previous month. 
3. Developments anticipated during the next reporting period, including a 


schedule of actions to be performed, anticipated problems and planned 
resolution of past or anticipated problems.  


 
1. Significant developments during the previous month, including the 


actions taken to comply with the Order, and any problems encountered 
during the previous month: 
 
a) CSO retention tanks:  


i. Coordination with NYCDEP Long Term Control Plan (LTCP) 
team is ongoing. Pursuant to discussions with EPA on December 
17, 2014, NYCDEP submitted a technical report on CSO volume 
modeling, tank sizing and control strategy alternatives to the EPA 
on March 30, 2015.  EPA responded with comments on May 7, 
2015. NYCDEP and EPA held a technical workshop on June 18, 
2015 to present additional information and address EPA’s 
comments. EPA requested additional information subsequent to 
that meeting, which NYCDEP provided to EPA on September 8, 
2015. 


ii. NYCDEP continued to prepare technical memoranda to 
support and advance the designs presented in the Draft 
Preliminary Remedial Design Reports submitted to EPA on 
June 30, 2015.    
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iii. NYCDEP advertised the Request for Proposals (RFP) for the 
retention tank design services contract on September 1, 2015.  


 
b) Bridge Repair – All three Gowanus Bridges (Union, Carroll and 3rd St) 


remain operational, and can be opened for marine vessels with prior 
notification. The City is exploring options to address the subaqueous cable 
(or cables) for the 3rd Street Bridge that was recently damaged.          


 
c) High Level Storm Sewers (HLSS) – NYCDEP submitted to EPA on 


January 15, 2015 a report on its evaluation of potential cost-effective 
controls that could be incorporated into the planned HLSS project to 
capture “floatable oils and organics.” EPA responded with comments on 
March 5, 2015. NYCDEP sent EPA responses on June 5, 2015 and further 
discussed those comments during the technical workshop on June 18, 
2015. NYCDEP continued evaluating the feasibility and impacts of 
incorporating changes into the current HLSS project. 


 
d) Sponge Park – On June 5, 2015, NYCDEP submitted a response to EPA’s 


comments on the design drawings and specifications for the Sponge Park 
Project.  At the June 18, 2015 workshop, NYCDEP and EPA discussed the 
project status and schedule, and EPA requested additional information. 
NYCDEP submitted the requested additional information to EPA on 
September 16, 2015.                                                            


 
e) 1st Street Turning Basin – NYC Department of Design and Construction 


(NYCDDC) submitted the draft Remedial Design Work Plan to EPA on 
September 14, 2015.   


 
f) Gowanus Canal LTCP – NYCDEP LTCP received comments from New 


York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) on the 
Gowanus Canal LTCP Report on August 5, 2015. NYCDEP provided a 
written response to these comments on September 8, 2015. 


 
2. Analytical data received by the City of New York during the previous month: 
 


a) NYCDEP continued monitoring daily flow rates for the Flushing Tunnel to support the 
LTCP and CERCLA performance standards refinement efforts.  


 
3. Developments anticipated during the next reporting period, including a schedule of 


actions to be performed, anticipated problems and planned resolutions of past or 
anticipated problems:  


 
a) CSO Retention Tanks – NYCDEP will review proposals submitted for the remedial 


design services contract procurement. 
 


b) Bridge Repair – There is no work scheduled to be performed in the Canal next period. 
NYC Department of Transportation requested that EPA provide drawings of proposed 
dredging, capping and bulkhead reconstruction operations to take place in the areas near 
the City-owned bridges, when available. 
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c) High Level Storm Sewers – NYCDEP will continue to evaluate the feasibility and 


impacts of incorporating changes into the current HLSS project. 
 


d) Sponge Park – NYCDEP will provide responses to EPA’s request for additional 
information.   


 
e) 1st Street Turning Basin – NYCDDC will meet with EPA, Law and NYCDEP on 


September 24, 2015 to discuss EPA’s expectations and comments on the draft Remedial 
Design Work Plan. 


 
If you have any questions regarding this progress report please do not hesitate to contact me by 
phone at 718-595-5995 or by email at kclarke@dep.nyc.gov. 
 
        Sincerely, 


                   
        Kevin Clarke, P.E. 
        Project Coordinator  
        Gowanus Superfund UAO
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cc: Kenneth Moriarty, P.E., Acting Assistant Commissioner, NYCDEP 
  Robin Levine, Acting General Counsel, NYCDEP 


Christopher King, Senior Counsel, Environmental Law Division, NYC Law Department 
Janice Taylor, Assistant Counsel, Bureau of Legal Affairs, NYCDEP 


  Kedari Reddy, Office of Environmental Compliance and Assessment, NYCDOT 
  Cavy Chu, P.E., Environmental Unit Section Chief, Program Management Div., NYCDDC 
 
  Chief, New York / Caribbean Superfund Branch 
  Office of Regional Counsel 
  United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2 
  290 Broadway, 17th Floor 
  New York, NY 10007-1866 
  Attn: Gowanus Canal Superfund Site Attorney 
 
  Director, Division of Environmental Remediation 
  New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
  625 Broadway, 12th Floor 
  Albany, NY 12233-7011 
  Attn:  Gowanus Canal Superfund Site 






